
 

FRANCIS, REGINALD CLEMENT DCM 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: Suffolk Regiment Unit: 2nd Battalion. 

Age: 22 

Killed in Action    Date of Death: 16/12/1914 

Service No: 7992 

Awards: DCM 

The oldest British award for gallantry and second only to the Victoria Cross, the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) was awarded to enlisted personnel, non-

commissioned officers and warrant officers of any nation, in any branch of the service, 

for distinguished conduct in battle. 

  

  

  

  

  

Le Cateau       2nd Battalion Suffolk Regiment    26th August 1914 

26th AUGUST 1914 The 2nd Battalion Suffolk Regiment was part of 14th Brigade, 5th Division and based in 

the Curragh, Ireland, on the outbreak of war. It sailed from Dublin for Le Havre, and on arrival in France 

numbered 28 officers and 971 Other Ranks. Commanded by Lieutenant Colonel C.A.H.Brett DSO, it moved up 

to take part in the Battle of Mons, where it had two companies in the line along the Mons-Conde canal. It the 

began the Retreat From Mons, reaching the Le Cateau by the 25th August. After bivouacking at the cross-roads 

west of Le Cateau, it moved to the high ground nearby on the 26th and came under repeated attacks, from 

infantry, shell fire and machine gun fire. During one bombardment Lieutenant Colonel Brett was mortally 

wounded. The Germans massed for a final attack at 2.30pm, and called upon the Suffolks to surrender. Attacks 

came from the front and right flanks, but the battalion was only finally overrun when the Germans worked their 

way round to the rear of the Suffolks positions. The survivors got away to Bohain, and mustered for a roll call in 

St Quentin which only showed 2 Officers and 111 Other Ranks left. The majority of the losses were men who 

were wounded and taken prisoner; it is estimated that more than 500 men from the battalion became prisoners 

of war in this action. 



Pt Francis DCM Special Reserve attached to the 2nd Battalion. Awarded DCM for conspicuous gallantry on 

15th December 1914, near Kemmel, in voluntarily taking a message over very dangerous ground. His 

destination was 150 yards in front and he was killed after covering 80yds of the distance.  

He was the son of Benjamin and Mary S. Francis, of Hall Cottage, East Donyland, Rowhedge, Colchester. 

Reginald was the older brother of Fred and Minnie. He was born in Bradfield , Essex He enlisted in Clare. 

 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 21 

Cemetery: YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL 

The Menin Gate is one of four 

memorials to the missing in Belgian 

Flanders which cover the area known 

as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, 

the Salient stretched from Langemarck 

in the north to the northern edge in 

Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it 

varied in area and shape throughout the 

war. The Salient was formed during the 

First Battle of Ypres in October and 

November 1914, when a small British 

Expeditionary Force succeeded in 



securing the town before the onset of winter, pushing the German forces back to the Passchendaele Ridge. The 

Second Battle of Ypres began in April 1915 when the Germans released poison gas into the Allied lines north of 

Ypres. This was the first time gas had been used by either side and the violence of the attack forced an Allied 

withdrawal and a shortening of the line of defence. There was little more significant activity on this front until 

1917, when in the Third Battle of Ypres an offensive was mounted by Commonwealth forces to divert German 

attention from a weakened French front further south. The initial attempt in June to dislodge the Germans from 

the Messines Ridge was a complete success, but the main assault north-eastward, which began at the end of 

July, quickly became a dogged struggle against determined opposition and the rapidly deteriorating weather. 

The campaign finally came to a close in November with the capture of Passchendaele. The German offensive of 

March 1918 met with some initial success, but was eventually checked and repulsed in a combined effort by the 

Allies in September. The battles of the Ypres Salient claimed many lives on both sides and it quickly became 

clear that the commemoration of members of the Commonwealth forces with no known grave would have to be 

divided between several different sites. The site of the Menin Gate was chosen because of the hundreds of 

thousands of men who passed through it on their way to the battlefields. It commemorates those of all 

Commonwealth nations (except New Zealand) who died in the Salient, in the case of United Kingdom casualties 

before 16 August 1917. Those United Kingdom and New Zealand servicemen who died after that date are 

named on the memorial at Tyne Cot, a site which marks the furthest point reached by Commonwealth forces in 

Belgium until nearly the end of the war. Other New Zealand casualties are commemorated on memorials at 

Buttes New British Cemetery and Messines Ridge British Cemetery. The YPRES (MENIN GATE) 

MEMORIAL now bears the names of more than 54,000 officers and men whose graves are not known. The 

memorial, designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield with sculpture by Sir William Reid-Dick, was unveiled by Lord 

Plumer in July 1927. No. of Identified Casualties: 54332 

OTHER MEMORIAL 

.He is also inscribed on the Sudbury War Memorial, probably due to the family living for a time in Clare. 

 

His name appears on the Fordham Memorial 

 

THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ABBERTON, EAST DONYLAND, FINGRINGHOE, LANGENHOE 

                                                             


